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twin interests
in the way we
use objects, and
the interplay of

different materials

. Spanish desigaer Tomds Alonso needs his
space. Part of the Okay Soodio collectve, he shanes
& huge baikling in nomh London that affords him
a sizable workshop area, o space chat is ingcgral o
his desigr approach, since it enables him 1o test and
tanker with every stage of the design peoeess “Ir s
YTy impormant i be able to make things with my
hamds o understand,” says Alonsd, “A ot of the
things [ woek on are based on quite simple structupes
and mechanisms, but to arrive there yoai aeed 1o be
able oo e chem, Ty book sample, bt it mkes a
while to arrive at that simplicieg.™

Abonan's prodscts e indeed all deceptively
simple, Formaed by o desire to diseil design down
1o ke essertial. T he same acethetic mune thmough
mach of the work Alonso sdmires mes, partioulaty
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The Spanish-born, London-based designer has
a way of making things come to life, exemplified
by a new desk for home or office. It's down to his

by mid-confury maestros such a8 Achalle and Pier
Gincomo Castgliond, Jeas Prouve, Edeen Gray and
Cigosge Melson, or the less-well-knowsn Spanish
architect Josd Amtonio Coderch. =1 guess T don't
Bke superfuous things" says Alonsa, =1 @bl an
homesty that something docs what it's supposed 1© do
arll gosgs 11 well, aned that's whar mabkes o beaugiful *
Hix (Hizer table for lialian fumiture Company
Maxgdesign encapualates this approach well
Iresonied at this yesr's Milam furniture fiir, and sex o
g mo production in Scptember, it was borne from
a fairdy koose brief. It is a fexable system, corstructed
Erom gsh sboel and aslumingum, which respomds s the
increasingly biwrred boundarics berween workplace
and bome, Dhfferont componems allow the aser
to adapt the desk to thelr unigue necds, adding
BCCERNES SUCH 98 extra sompe space of bghrmg
The Offfset table evodved From rescarch inbo
people s behavicur and the changes in working
and living habéts. At the core of the systern lies the
simphiciry of 1e construction; o gap defines the
waorking arca by scparatieg the 10p ingo fwo surfaces
while serving as the connecting clemem for both
the structure end accessonies, < The final design is
of course based on acsthetics, bat it is also based on
leoking: at the behaviour of people using the table
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and on Mmucture, and paiing all of those demenis
together, whille orying oo kesp it stmple,”™ s Ao
S hat's maore o bess bowe [ approach moss prosecis.™
Flexihilsty is another chersceristie of Offser,
alibinagh for Alonso this isn’t so mauch about the idea
that wsers can change the mble oocasicnally bar rather
abial making it work o their needs. “That™s madh
more important than trving o sell something thar
wina can lake apart o conybine
in different ways." he says. “In's
e aboast somcthing that
wdjusas to what you need in vour
APECE OF YOUr Circumsiances.”
Mamy of Alenso's projects
are based o observatson off
o pecple use obgects amd
Turmeluse i@ cveryday lile. His ¥
A Frame side mbles for Farinsoku ®MNew Swndasd, for
Example, revl of a sasnple trestle-tvpe set of kegs that
allows them to be eaaily fobded Hat, to sccommodse
gonlemporary city liveng. “%We neod fummitune that
works with the way we live now andd mot iy 1o mesdel
oarselves aroind the furnsture we have,™ he says.
Experimentstion and research alee run through
Alorso s approach e matcrials, as was the case ina

‘We need furniture
that works with the

way we live now’

recemt progect for Hong Kongshased manuafsonarer
Prazos, whach challinged dhilferent designers 1o croaie
amn acoessory ot of nemaral rubher. Chsllenging
s olftéd negative conslaions of chaipness and
environments] harm sssocimed with mubber, Alonso
dengned & seres of geometric dosk trave called
Eusclid, coenbined the rubber with sacural sch. Omce
e degiabnn wad wede aboigl i combinalion
of mairerals, their mberem
properties mformed the
eventual design. with the
Heibily off the rubber sides
newtly holding the woosd
boftom in place.
Challenging the perceived
properies ol malersk
; similarly informed the mbde
and Benches he designed For One Part Chef, Four
Parts Designer, a 2010 project for the VA tha
combined food and design. His work played on the
ez o congrasd and balance between the msierials
= adee] b asd solsd woidd = and the struciaral
rescarch imio how ihe two could be combined.
The positive responscs hat the V&M project
received bed 1o many requests for projects witha o
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sienilar design direction, “T ney lU 0 |.( g | m r_] | g brz says. *Thers were many

bt he sees thois as @

rechnicall sides o the job, and

maized Blesing, as he Dua: -It -I.-E |":'.:"5 a Wl-,lE, my brain is seill a hule Bi

prefers maol 80 be pigeon-
Fodedl, =1 don'n wami

techinbcal sometimees. I'm always
driven o sog how somethng

b bee comorived as the -:..I:' Elrri"-"F' E‘L that' works and in that job there was

desigrer who works with

meetsl tobes and wood,” he explans, “ls aboug che
gveralll appecach, Fach pl‘q'lli-ctl. yiHa dio should be a
completely different experinee,

Alensa’s background is certaindy varied. The
I8-vear-nld designer spont & decade siudyving ancd
working in the LISA, Ausiraks and lesly; before
pracluaming from the Foyal College of Ame resagn
Products masters degroe im 2004, His work ranges
frcam retail ingeriors for shoe bramd Camper = st
recenily im Thessaloniki — to gallery commissions that
allowsr b a more playfial end experimental approsch

Dhuring hes Gme 16 the Unsted Saces, Alonso
worked @ the design director for OF Racing, which
mukes slloy wheels — an experiencs that soll informms
his work teslay. “That experience taught me a kot™

& lod of that.”

He is sl driven by variety and constant
chalkemge = by discovening the new possibilities
every project entaile. He would e 1o being more
of B dezign thinking to the oifice world, for
example, now that ke has sarscd vestipming i
- ke cven ackling what be calls a “hardoone
affice system”. He 8 alseady explorieg somse
aliclvirg and possibly 8 chair with MaxZesign
using the Ot principlos.

Bt whisever comes next, however simple on
the face of #. i€ noeds 1o challenge the expected
shape, way of Behavioar of things = of space,
fureameme, obwcn and people. As Alsonsa s, be
ix constantly striving < oy and find something
mew sl keep it simple and functional™. =
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